players 
look for ©. 
fresh start @ 
after 
injuries 


4 


to} ll 76779 


2 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE: IF NOT COMPLETELY SATISFIED, YOU MAY RETURN YOUR 
PURCHASE WITHIN 30 DAYS FOR A FULL REFUND, MINUS SHIPPING AND HANDLING 


“YOU CAN ENJOY YOUR 
SEASON TICKETS FOREVER!” 


THIS ONE OFA KIND, CUSTOM DESIGNED, FRAMED 
ART WORK, WITH A SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE OF $179.95 CAN 
BE YOURS, IF YOU ORDER IS PLACED WITHIN THE NEXT 30 DAYS, FOR JUST 


SIMPLY SAVE YOUR SEASON TICKETS AND ATTACH AS SEEN BELOW. 


FRAME SIZE 22 IN. BY 18 IN. ©TO E.G.H., 1998 


CUSTOM FRAMES WILL ACCOMMODATE TICKETS FOR THE 1996, 1997 AND 1998 SEASONS 


ares en OEP AND RETURN 


NAME: YEAR QUANTITY UNIT COST TOTAL 

i) ci are ff at aks <a 
a a 7 Xe 

TT ccc SS 


DAYTIME PHONE: 
TOTAL COST 

FLA. RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX 
SHIPPING (ADD $7.00 PER ITEM) 
TOTAL AMOUNT OF ORDER 


FOR QUESTIONS, CALL 1-800-680-0000 - NO PHONE ORDERS - 
PLEASE ALLOW 4TO 6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


=Dolphin 


3 


Defense the key for Dolphins 


The majority of Dolphins talk and 
written word since training camp 
opened on July 21 has been about 
the changes on offense and the need 
to improve the running game. One 
would think the difference between 
winning and losing in ‘98 was con- 
ditional on the ability this team has 
to run fhe football. Not so. 


Defense is where games are won 
in the NFL, and nobody knows this 
better than Jimmy Johnson. He 
sculpted a Super Bowl defense in 
Dallas and the same must be done 
here in Miami, regardless of the 
toughness of the offensive line, the 
talent at running back, and the pro- 
ductivity of Dan Marino. 

Johnson’s winning formula on de- 
fense starts and ends with speed. In 
between, |he looks for intelligence, 
instinct and the ability to make big, 
plays. The results from 1997 had to 
be very disappointing to him, as the 
Dolphins finished 26th in the NFL in 
defense. They gave up 335 yards 
and more than 20 points per game, 
hardly Super Bow! numbers. 

The 27 turnovers produced by 
last year’s defense was a consola- 
tion, along with making the playoffs 
and finishing with a winning record. 
That, however, was not good 
enough, and Johnson went about 
the task of finding more good de- 
fenders who could run and make 
plays. 

* After many practices, two in- 
trasquad scrimmages and the 19-16 
win) over the Washington Redskins 
in the’ first preseason game, it ap- 
pears the 1998 Dolphins defense 
will be-improved. My early impres- 
sions center around a list of new- 
comers who will make the defense 
better: Brock Marion, Kenny 
Mixon, Lorenzo Bromell and 
Robert Jones. 

There is much greater depth in all 
areas of defense, with the secondary 
leading the way. Corey Harris, a 
seven-year veteran who started six 

* games at free safety, has already 
been released. Marion, signed as a 
free agent from the Cowboys, has 
shown outstanding speed and play- 
making ability as the new free safety, 
although he will miss playing time 
from an ankle sprain sustained in the 
Redskins game. 

With Tim Bowens still holding 
out, it was imperative that the Dol- 


— = 


Second-year 
season, just as he did when he picked off a pass against Washington 


opener, 


phins find more quality players on 
the defensive line. Johnson hit the 
jackpot with Mixon and Bromell. 
Mixon, a second-round draft pick 
from LSU, is already being called by 
Johnson “the best run-stopping de- 
fensive end on the team.” He played 
both defensive end and tackle 
against Redskins, and not only had a 
sack but also an interception. He 
adds inurance to the Bowens situa- 
tion and appears to have won a 
starting position at defensive end. 
Bromell, the No. 4 draft choice 
from Clemson, has been outstanding 
from Day One. He shows great 
speed as an outside pass rusher and 
has moved ahead of veterans Trace 
Armstrong and Daniel Stubbs on the 
depth chart. He will get much play- 
ing time in the final three preseason 


jadison figures to come up with soi 


games and contribute in passing sit- 
uations when the regular season 
kicks off Sept. 6 in Indianapolis. 

The linebacking corps added a 
versatile, experienced player when 
the former St. Louis Ram, Jones, 
chose to sign with Johnson, who 
was his head coach in the Cowboys’ 
1992 and ‘93 Super Bowl-winning 
years. He has the speed to play out- 
side and could take over in the mid- 
dle if Zach Thomas were injured. 
He has ranked first or second on his 
team in tackles in four of his six NFL 
seasons. He might have won the 
starting strongside linebacker posi- 
tion from Anthony Harris outright, 
but will get it by default after Harris 
suffered a knee injury in practice on 
Aug. 10. 

In addition,to these new Dol- 


the preseason 
Digest Photo/KEN KEIDEL 


phins players, there are 
several young defend- 
ers who appear primed 
to have a big season 
and help take the de- 
fense to a new level. 
Sam Madison, Zach 
Thomas and Jason Tay- 
lor fit this category. 

Madison was oft-in- 
jured and inconsistent 
in his rookie season but 
has arrived.in Year No. 
2. He looks solid as the 
starting right corner and 
has a history of making 
big plays. He had an in- 
terception against the 
Redskins and- has 
shown excellent cover- 
age ability throughout 
training camp. 

Thomas is a sea- 
soned veteran in just his 
third NFL Season. An in- 
jury last year slowed his 
rise to stardom, but if 
his play in camp is any 
indication, he will be 
among the premier line- 
backers inothe NFL in 
1998. His quickness to 
the point of attack was 
on display in making 
four tackles and a sack 
against the ‘Skins. He 
will be an every-down 
defender this year and 
the leader of the Miami 
defense. 

Taylor, in his second 
| season out of Akron, is 
more prepared for the 
grind of a 16-game reg- 
ular season. The added 
20 pounds and in- 
creased strength from 
the offseason condition- 
ing program should pre- 
vent Taylor from wear- 
ing down. His speed and quickness 
are unique for a defensive end and 
He should lead the team in sacks this 
season. 

The optimism that surrounds the 
Miami defense at this point comes 
from the combination of an infu- 
sion of new talent and the matura- 
tion of the young players already in- 
place. Of course, injuries could 
play a role, but nobody has been 
lost for the season so far. The return 
of Bowens would be an additional 
plus, but he needs to be in camp in 
time to play in the final two presea- 
son games. 

The hype will continue about the 
new Miami Dolphins offense, but 
improvement on defense is much 
more Consequential to the success 
of the 1998 season. 
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Q. Please give us an update on the 
status at running back, and how are 
you going to split up the carries? 

ve Mary Viera 
Jacksonville, Fla. 


jun? 
Johor 


HEAD COACH 


A. The running back job is still 
wide open, in some cases. Karim 
Abdul-Jabbar is our starting running 
back. Healthy, John Avery is going to 
be a factor and carry the ball some. 
Bernie Parnalee is available and can 
be productive. | think there’s a battle 
going on between Ray Nealy and, 
now, Jerris McPhail. 


Q. JJ., is it just me, or does this 
Lorenzo Bromell look like the real 
deal as a pass-rushing terror from 
the outside? 

Phillip Jacobs 
Atlanta, Ga. 

A. You are right, he is the real deal. 
Not only from the outside, but also 
occasionally from the inside. 


Q. Now that you've had a chance 
to see them, what players from the 
’98 draft will contribute right away 
this season? 

N. Salvatore Pasquale 
Staten Island, N.Y. 

A. | think if John Avery remains 
healthy, he’s going to give us some 
big plays. Patrick Surtain will be a 
factor in our defensive secondary and 
eventually be a starter. Both defensive 
énds, Kenny Mixon and Lorenzo 
Bromell, will play right off in the first 
ballgame. We still have to study the 
offensive linemen to see what kind of 
depth they're going to give us. Brad 
Jackson, he Still needs some time. 

Avery, Surtain and both defensive 


WATCH UP TO 9 GAMES AT ONCE 
WITHOUT LEAVING YOUR SEAT! 


ends are what you’d want to come 
out of any draft with, and they'll be 
here for a long time. 


Q. Coach, how do you keep your 


composure with agents, and don’t, 


they sometimes drive you crazy with 
unreasonable demands? 

Barney Larkins 

Queens, N.Y. 


A. | don't always keep my compo- . 


sure with agents, and that’s one rea- 
son why | found out my first year in 
Dallas that it would not be healthy 
for me to be totally involved in doing 


contracts. | did contracts the first cou- , 


ple years in Dallas, and some of the 
contracts ended up being smooth ne- 
gotiations, but then | ran’ into a prob- 
lem trying to redo Steve Pelluer’s 
contract, when his agent thought he 
was a much better player than what | 


thought he was. It got to where we- 


were arguing more than negotiating. 
In some ways, you could say some 
ugly comments were made on both 
sides, and negotiations came to a halt 
and we traded Steve Pelluer. | knew 
then that I’d be best not negotiating 
contracts. 

I still was involved in my assess- 
ment of the talent and | advised on 
the contracts — which | do here — 
but | don’t sit in on all of the negotia- 
tions when it comes down to the 
money. Instead, | either OK or veto. 
Instead, { will give the parameters for 
the financial structure, and I'll let 
someone else actually hammer out 
the negotiations. That way | don’t get 
emotionally involved. And I’m in- 
volved some, but | don’t sit in for two 
or three hours at a time, going back 
and forth, saying, “Add this.” Instead, 
! say, “So-and-so is not that good a 
player.” And they say, “Yes, he is.” 
And then | say, “Hey, | think | know. | 
coach, and you're the agent.” So it’s 
best if | stay away from it. ; 


Q. I’ve read that you've said “the 
middle drill” checks a player’s 
courage and resolve. Exactly what is 


LORENZO BROMELL 


a middle drill, what does it accom- 
plish, and do you use it through the 
entire season? 
Michael Morsillo 
Toronto, Canada 
A. A middle drill in essence is the 
offense running the football, when 
the defense knows that they’re going 
to run the ball, and they know they’re 
going to run the ball between the 
tackles. So you might say it’s a short- 
yardage, goal-line type of situation 
with the defense not being able to 
stunt, not being able to blitz, and the 
offense not being able to use various 
formations. It gets down to a great 
evaluation of one-on-one, one player 
blocking one player, and the defen- 
sive player trying to play off the block 
and make a tackle. And it’s very 
physical running for the running 
back. 
These situations occur sometimes 
in the ballgame when you're protect- 
ing the lead and everybody knows 


Youn Feothall & Eascball Feadguantes| 


Johnson answers fans’ questions 


you're going to run the ball, or, like | 
said, in short-yardage, goal-line situa- 
tions. It’s a very productive drill in 
that neither side can use tricks to be 
successful. You have to physically 
beat your opponent. 

We don’t use the actual middle 
drill during the season because we 
stop full-speed contact after the sea- 
son starts, and even though our drills 
will remain physical, we won't actu- 
ally tackle the ball carrier during the 
7 season, to prévent injury. 


Q. Coach, with the changes that 
have been made to the playbook, the 
new personnel on offense and a first- 
year offensive coordinator, are you 
truly confident this offense will be in 
sync and ready to go by Sept. 62 

Paige Carter 
Kendall, Fla. 

A. Yeah, | really feel good. With 
the progress we've made offensively, 
! feel better today than | did at any 

«time in the past two years. | don’t 
think that our offense will be as spec- 
tacular, | don’t think our offense will 
be as wide open, and so for some 
fans that may be a disappointment. 
But | think our offense will be more 
consistent and our offense will run 
the football. To give you an idea, 
people look at our offense and one of 
the biggest complaints was that we 
didn’t have enough receivers, yet we 
were second in the NFL in. passing 
last season. On the other hand, 
Tampa Bay was 29th in the NFL in 
passing and yet people loved their of- 
fense. So there are different ways to 
get the job done. It doesn’t have to be 
wide open, throwing the ball all over 
the field. 


Q. As a practicing psychologist, 
I’m wondering this: When you criti- 
cize a player publicly, does that nor- 
mally contribute to an immediate 
improvement in his performance 
and,,at the same time, when you 
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praise a player, do you often see a 
letdown as a result? 
James R. Riggens 
Coral Gables, Fla. 
A, We try to temper any statements 
made through the media to a player 
by having some individual conversa- 
tions with that player. For instance, if 
a player is criticized through the 
media, | might, one-on-one, say, 
“Hey, | kpow everybody’s on your 
case, but you can correct that by 
doing this.” Or, by the same token, 
when a player is praised, | might indi- 
vidually tell the player, “Hey, don’t let 
this go to your head. You know 
you've still got a long way to go.” 
But, more times than not, we see a 
reaction about a player when all of 
his friends, family and peers read 
whatever is said in the paper, read 
comments about this player. 


Q. Coach, what is your opinion of 
NFL Europe? Do you believe the 
league is an effective way of devel- 
oping players in the NFL, and has it 
helped the Dolphins? 

Greg Keilholtz 
Gettysburg, Pa. 

A. The league in Europe, without 
question, helped Damon Huard. I've 
had mixed feelings about some of the 
other players who have gone to Eu- 
rope and practiced or played be- 
cause if they’re over in Europe, 
they’re not practicing with our team 
here in the offseason. But in Huard’s 
case, a quarterback who needed 
some experience, without question it 
helped him. 


Q. You've always had among the 
top special teams in the league. 
What's the potential of this group 
you're currently dealing with? 

Sidney Sims 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 

A. Barring injury, | think this spe- 
cial teams group will be the best that 
we've had in Miami, and maybe one 
of the best that I’ve ever had. | say 
this for the simple reason we've got 
some outstanding special teams play- 
ers from last year, and when you add 
to that Larry Izzo and Kirby Dar Dar 
— two of our very best from the year 
before last that were injured last year 
— and being settled at the kicking 
position with Olindo Mare, this one 
could be the best. The only thing that 
is unsettled right now is the battle be- 
tween Klaus Wilmsmeyer and John 
Kidd at punter. | thought it was going 
to be tough for Izzo to make it, and 
he keeps making plays, and he’s 
making plays at linebacker. 


Q. Is the safety spot opposite 
Brock Marion wide open, or does 
Shawn Wooden seem to have the in- 
side edge? 

Paul Ravens 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

A. Shawn Wooden's got the inside 

edge because he’s played there for 


two years and done a good job for 
us. But Brian Walker has shown, es- 
pecially in pass coverage, that he’s a 
playmaker, and Calvin Jackson is one 
of our better tackling defensive backs. 
So there is still a battle, but Shawn 
Wooden has got the edge. 


Q. When you practice every day 
in the South Florida heat, is it diffi- 


cult as a coach to tell when you've 


HALF-TIMES ON ALL N 


got to ease off a little so the players 
don't collapse or cramp up? 

Valerie Rifkin 

Jacksonville, Fla. 


A. | defer to the doctors and the 
trainers on any of these questions. 
They are a pretty good gauge, in that 
they will tell me if we need to pull 
back. As far as actually practicing in 
the heat, our players have water 


a) 


available at any time they want it. 
We occasionally take breaks, and, 
obviously, if a player seems to be 
having dehydration problems, a 
trainer will pull him out of the drill. 


The Jimmy Johnson Show can be 
heard Thursdays, 5 to 6 p.m. (ET) and 
before EVERY Dolphins game, only 
on SportsRadio 560 WQAM and on 
the Internet at http//wqam.com. 
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New lineman brings nasty attitude 


By ALAIN POUPART 
Assistant Editor 

In signing with the Dolphins, 
Anthony Redmon passed up the 
chance to join the defending Super 
Bowl champion Denver Broncos, 
who had made him a contract 
offer. $ 

“Hey, Jimmy Johnson is a (two- 
time) Super Bowl coach,” the new 
Miami offensive lineman said, “If 
anybody knows how to get to the 
Super Bowl, it’s Coach Johnson. It’s 
not like I’m going to a team that 
doesn’t have a chance.” 

The Cardinals reportedly were in- 
terested in re-signing Redmon, who 
also drew interest from Chicago, 
San Francisco, Philadelphia and 
Oakland. 

It may turn out that Redmon 
plays an important role in whatever 
success the Dolphins can achieve in 
1998. Training camp began with a 
wide open battle for the starting left 
guard spot, and Redmon figured to 
be right in the mix, although Mark 
Dixon has emerged as an early 

font-runner. 
| Among the other contenders for 
the job are Brent Smith, Jeff Buckey, 
nd rookies Scott Shaw and Jim 
ndren, — 
| Redmon, a fifth-round pick of the 
ardinals in 1994, started the last 
9 games at right guard for Arizona. 
He also started one game at right 
tackle in 1995. 
| “1 would be disappointed if | 
didn’ get the starting job because 


The idea of finally playing at home was nice for 
Michael Timpson. But the bottom line is that he’s 
tired of losing, and he figures that’s going to end 
pow that he has joined the Dolphins. 

} The veteran wide receiver, who was born in Miami 

And starred in high school in the area, signed a one- 
‘year deal worth a reported $325,000 on July 27. 

H Timpson, who spent last season in Philadelphia, 
Iked to several teams during the offseason but 
didn’t find the right fit until the Dolphins came calling 
after rookie Larry Shannon went down with a knee 
injury early in training camp. 

| Foremost for Timpson, who has played only one 
playoff game in nine years in the NFL and whose 
teams (New England, Chicago and Philadelphia) 
have combined for a 51-92-1 record, was the oppor- 
unity to play for an organization with a chance to 
in. 

» “Ive lost enough in my career to last two careers; 
1 just want to win,” Timpson said. “It just happened 
to be in my backyard. 

“Obviously, (the thought of playing in Miami) had 
crossed my mind a few times through the years. So 
many offseasons when | was a free agent, we just 
couldn't get it done. But it happened now. This is 
home. I’m not going anywhere. Hopefully; | can 
make this permanent.” 

{ Timpson’s arrival gives the Dolphins’ receiving 
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‘Anthony Rednion said he turned downa 1 chance 
to play in Denver to sign with the Dolphins. 
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I’ve always started since I’ve been 
in the NFL,” he said. “It’s not fun 
being a backup., My goal is to win 
the starting job. | didn’t come in to 
stand on the sidelines.” 
The 6-5, 308-pound Redmon — 


combined. 


In Philadelphia last season, Timpson caught 42 
passes — more than anybody on the Dolphins ex- 


| who signed a one- 
year deal reportedly 
worth about $600,000 
— comes to the Dol- 
phins with a reputa- 
tion as a player with a 
nasty disposition. 
One 


Dolphins 


player familiar with 
Redmon is defensive 
back Calvin Jackson, 
who played with him 
at Auburn. 


Johnson talked to 


Jackson about Red- 
mon before signing 
the offensive lineman. 


“Oh yeah, Anthony 


has a mean streak to 
him when he gets on 
the field,” Jackson 
said, “He's a nice guy 
off the field, but he got 
into a lot of fights 
when he got on the 
field.” 


In addition to his 


toughness, Johnson 
said he liked Red- 
mons athletic ability, 
versatility and intelli- 
gence. 

“He's got great feet, 
he’s a really smart 
player and he’s a big guy,” Johnson 


said. “This is a chance for us to pick 
up a good player and upgrade our 
football team. We have money 
under the cap and when we see a 
good player, we'll try to sign (him).” 


cept for McDuffie’s 76. 


“We'll throw him in there and see how he fits in,” 
said Coach Jimmy Johnson. “We'll see how he con- 
tributes and matches up with the other receivers we 


have.” 


MPSON’S TOTALS 


Year 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
Tot. 


G-S 
0-0 
5-0 

16-2 
16-2 
16-7 
15-14 
16-0 
15-15 
15-10 
116-50 


Rec. Yds. 
0 0 

5 91 
25 471 
26 315 
42 654 
74 941 
24 289 
62 802 
42 484 
300 4047 


Avg. 
0.0 
18.2 
18.8 
12.1 
15.6 
12.7 
12.0 
12.9 
11.5 
13.5 


Timpson takes long way home 


corps a proven commodity, something the team is 
lacking beyond O.J. McDuffie. Timpson has 300 ca- 
"reer receptions, or 167 more than Lamar Thomas 
(63), Charles Jordan (41), Kevin Alexander (22), Brian 
Manning (7), Yatil Green (0) and Kirby Dar Dar (0) 
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Dolphins open 
bf 

98 preseason 

minus Bowens 

As the Doiphins began their 
preseason schedule on Aug. 8, 
they still were without defensive 
tackle Tim Bowens. 

Bowens, designated as the 
team’s franchise player, remained 
unsigned and his agent said he 
was prepared to sit out the entire 
season if that’s what it took to get 
a deal they were happy with. 

As for Jimmy Johnson, just 
don’t ask him about Bowens. 
Johnson said everything he had 
to say on the subject at the open- 
| ing of training camp and made it 
crystal clear he didn’t want to 
hear about it beyond that point. 

. If you want to keep me 
smiling, don’t ever ask me an- 
other question about Tim Bowens 
after this morning,” Johnson told 
the South Florida media on July 
22. “| want to talk about our play- 
ers that are out here practicing 
and | absolutely will not let this 
training camp be a daily talk 
about guys that are not under 


During his initial statement, 
Johnson aiso iaid out the Doi- 
phins’ contract proposal, a highly 
unusual move for a team official. 


fered Bowens — on whom the 
team has a tender of $2.8 million 
this year — a two-year deal that 
includes a $3 million signing 
bonus, a $1 million salary in 1998 
and a $2.5 million salary for 1999. 
That brings the total package to 
$6.5 million, and the Dolphins 
also would guarantee that they 
would not put a franchise tag on 
Bowens after next year. 

Drew Rosenhaus, who repre- 
sents Bowens, has looking 
for a deal more along the lines of 
$5 million a year, claiming that’s 
what his client would get if he 
were an unrestricted free agent. 
That would put Bowens in the 
same category as some of the 
upper-echelon defensive tackies 
in the NFL, like Arizona's Eric 
Swann, Seattie’s Cortez Kennedy, 
Buffalo's Ted Washington and 
Washingiton’s Dan Wilkinson. 

“(Bowens) does not warrant 
the kind of money for guys that 
have been to a Pro Bowl. The 
guys that have 25 or 30 sacks in 
their career,” Johnson said. “He's 
had 13 sacks in four years. Ted 
Washington had 105 unassisted 
tackles (last) year. Tim had 48 
unassisted tackles — half the 
number. And, really, you can go 
compare ail you want to com- 
pare. We think this is a very good 
contract for Tim.” 

Rosenhaus has been meeting 
with Dolphins officials on a regu- 
lar basis. 
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Many reasons for Phillips’ failure 


By ANDY COHEN 
Editor 

Sadly, the Lawrence Phillips saga with the 
Miami Dolphins is now over. 


Sadly for the Dolphins because a player, specif- 
ically a rufmning back, with his advance billing 
doesn’t come along at bargain basement prices 
very often. Sadly for Phillips because it was a 
chance to straighten out his life, to prove perhaps 
for the last time that he could live by the rules and 
keep his temper in line. 

But it apparently never was meant to be. After 
doing'so many things the right way during the off- 
season, including keeping his weight down and 
showing up regularly for workouts, Phillips let it 
all slip away during a span of about two weeks. 

’ First he gets into an early-morning altercation at 
a South Florida bar. Then he starts fumbling at 
practice and reacts to a demotion on the depth 
chart by missing a team meeting on July 24. 

Jimmy Johnson had seen enough. The official 
announcement came on July 25, when Johnson 
said simply, “Lawrence Phillips no longer fits into 
our plans.” 

It would have been nice to see how Phillips 
might have blossomed in the Dolphins’ new run- 
oriented system. Then again, the skills we heard 
so much about never really came to the forefront, 
at least not approaching the magnitude of a player 
anointed as the top running back in his draft. But, 
in truth, the reason he ultimately failed with the 
Dolphins, even before training camp was a week 
old, didn’t only have te do with questionable 
physical abilities. 

The other problem was from the neck up. Put 
bluntly, this is a tragic story of a player who could 
never harness his emotions and who never 
showed he was smart enough to know the differ- 
ence between right and wrong. In so many ways, 
he was a child in a man’s body. It was just a mat- 
ter of time before that bubble burst into thousands 
of tiny pieces. 

You can't fault Jimmy Johnson for signing him. 
Itwwas a gamble well worth taking. He came at 
minimum wage, by NFL standards, and there 
were no draft choices to risk. The St. Louis Rams, 
his former-employer, had to live with that embar- 


While in Miami, Lawrence Phillips never dis- 

played the skills that made him the sixth over- 

alkpick in the '96 draft. Digest Photo/JC RIDLEY 
rassrnent. Had Johnson been able to tame this stal- 
lion; like so many he had tamed before Phillips, it 
would have been one of his greatest coups. 
But not even Johnson, and that well-docu- 
mented degree in psychology, could heal this 
wound. In so many ways, Johnson hated to cut 
Phillips loose. He wanted so much to be able to 
accomplish what others couldn't. He didn’t want 
to see a promising career come to an end. But, 
most importantly, J.J. wanted to be able to look in 
the mirror and know that he gave it his best shot. 
Well, J.J. did. It simply wasn’t enough. 
So good riddance, Lawrence, and take all that 
excess baggage with you. Here's hoping that by 
the time you open your eyes and see the chances 
you have let slip away, it isn’t too late to salvage 
something out of your life. 


Harris released 


Corey Harris, the prized free agent acquisi- 
tion of 1997, simply wasn’t worth the money 
the Dolphins spent to bring him to Miami. 
That’s what Coach Jimmy Johnson decided on 
Aug. 3 when he released the six-year veteran 
defensive back. 

After switching Harris to safety last season 
with disappointing results, the Dolphins 
switched him back to comerback this year with 
the hope he could provide solid depth in the 
‘secondary or even push for a starting job. 

Instead, Harris fell behind Jerry Wilson and 
rookie Pattick Suirtain, not to mention incum- 
bent starters Terrell Buckley and Sam Madison. 

Money played a big role in the release of 
Harris, who signed a three-year, $4 million in 
March of 1997 and was scheduled to make 
$900,000 this season. The Dolphins decided 
they didn’t want to spend that kind of money 
on a player whose main contribution was going 
to come on special teams. 

> “I told him we possibly might bring him back 
at a lesser salary,” said Johnson, who did not 
offer Harris the option of taking a pay cut. “But 
we figured he should go ahead and see what 
his market value was.” 

Harris was the last of the four unrestricted 
free agents the Dolphins signed in 1997 still 
with the team. Tight end Walter Reeves and 
wide receiver Lawrence Dawsey failed to make 
the final roster last season, while safety George 
Teague started six games in 1997 but wasn’t 
impressive enough to prevent his contract from 
being terminated this past March. 

As for Harris, he started the first six games at 
free safety before being demoted in favor of — 
ironically — Teague. Harris also started a game 
at strong safety late in the season. in place of 
the injured Shawn Wooden. 

Harris finished the season with 52 tackles, 
but did not record an interception, a sack or a 
fumble recovery. He also averaged 20.4 yards 
on kickoff returns and finished sixth on the 
team with 14 special teams tackles. 

“| give the kid credit for working hard after he 
got demoted,” said special teams coach Mike 
Westhoff. “He came in and gave me a great ef- 
fort.” 


Wheeler still upbeat after accident 


Despite a medical prognosis that 
suggests otherwise, Dolphins guard 
Randy Wheeler is confident he will 
walk again after being paralyzed in a 
one-car accident in July. 

Wheeler made his first public com- 
ments July 30, a week after being di- 
agnosed as a complete quadriplegic. 
That classification means he has only 
a3 percent chance to walk again, 

But when he spoke to the Associ- 
ated Press, Wheeler was moving his 
right arm and said he felt some sensa- 
tion in his legs. : 

“| still have a chance. ... Achance 
to walk again,” Wheeler said. “I can 
feel some sensation, so | think that | 


will be back soon.” 

Wheeler remained in good spirits 
after the accident, in large part be- 
cause of the support he has received. 
Among other things, football players 
at South Carolina held a benefit car 
wash for him; the Dolphins sent him a 
videotape featuring @ personal mes- 
sage from each player; and then 
about two dozen Dolphins players 
and coaches visited him at Jackson 
Memorial Hospital after an intrasquad 
scrimmage Aug. 1. 

“1 know he will show the same spirit 
fighting this as he displayed on the 
football field,” said Johnson, who was 
among those who visited Wheeler at 


the hospital. “All of our prayers are 
with him.” 

Wheeler's accident occurred while 
he was driving from South Carolina to. 
South Florida for the start of training 
camp and Wheeler lost control of his 
See utility vehicle in a driving rain- 
storm. Wheeler's vehicle flipped over 
a few times and hit a tree. “ 

Wheeler, who played in NFL Eu- 
rope during the offseason and was 
hoping to make the team as a 
backup, broke his neck and back in 
three places, bruised his spinal cord in 
two places and triggered an irregular 
heartbeat. 


The Dolphins placed Wheeler on. 


‘the active/non-football injury list. 
Wheeler will be covered financially by 
the NFL’s disability benefits and 
began receiving $10,000 per month at 
the end of July. He will continue to re- 
ceive benefits, which will increase to 
$11,000 per month in 2000, for the 
rest of his life unless he fully recovers 
from his injuries. The Dolphins also 
have stated that they would ' “do the 
ronan by Randy Wheeler. 

Said Wheeler, whose fiancee is ex- 

the couple's first child in No- 


pecting 
_ vember: “That's all | need, for people 


to stay behind me. !'m going to pull 


through.” 
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Gaining confidence 
significant hurdle 
in Yatil’s comeback 


By KEVIN KAMINSKI 
Assistant Editor 

Despite a year of painstaking, often frustrat- 
ing rehabilitation, a process derailed yet again 
by a recent setback, the body is clearly willing. 

But what about the spirit? 

This is the question which dogs wide re- 
ceiver Yatil Green, Miami's top draft choice 
last year, as the 1998 regular season ap- 
proaches. Nearly 13 months after doctors 
opened his right knee to repair a torn anterior 
cruciate ligament, the curious continue to 
climb into Green’s head. 

Can he battle through the mind games inher- 
ent to such a devastating injury? Will the arthro- 
scopic surgery Green underwent Aug. 2 to re- 
pair meniscus damage prove the knee’s final 
hurdle or merely a hint of breakdowns yet to 
come? Labeled fragile by his critics, does Green 
have the mettle to withstand both the Sunday 
pounding and the weighty expectations? 

“People are anxious to see what | can do,” 
Green said. “I know that. They want to know 
if 'm healthy, if | can perform at the level | 
was. And I’m eager to show them.” 

With good reason. 

An already burning interest in the former 
University of Miami standout intensified prior 
to training camp when wide receivers coach 
Robert Ford — who spent the past seven sea- 
sons as the Cowboys’ tight ends coach — told 
Green point blank that he was soft, that he 
lacked the warrior’s heart of Dallas’ Michael 
Irvin. Green fueled the perception somewhat 
by admitting that his mental recovery has 
been just as, if not more, daunting than the 
physical one. 

No matter that Green was right, that even 
the slightest setback physically can wreak 
havoc with a player psychologically, espe- 
cially given the rigors of an ACL comeback. 
Ona team desperate for a playmaker, such 
talk, however true, simply cast doubt on 
Green’s ability to impact. 

The operation to repair the meniscus tear 
and clean out any loose debris only added to 
those concerns. Still, to hear head coach 
Jimmy Johnson talk, when Green returns from 

this most recent procedure (the Dolphins are 
pointing to the Aug. 23 exhibition game at 
San Francisco), the most scrutinized knee in 
South Florida should finally be ready to carry 
its owner through the season. 

Can the same, however, be said for Green’s 
psyche? 

Two months after questioning the receiver’s 
courage, Ford has seen enough to believe his 
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Yatil Green, who suffered a setback in his comeback when he underwent arthroscopic knee 
‘surgery in early August, is anxious to show the Dolphins what he can do. 


man has the potential to prove that point 
moot. 

“All these young receivers have skills,” Ford 
said. “But some guys have a tough time say- 
ing, ‘I have the confidence to do this.’ | tell 
the guys that catching and confidence are 
closely related. That's a lot of C-C. And I’m 
not talking about Canadian Club. 

“Confidence is like the foundation of a 
house. If there is a crack, the next thing you 


know you have a major split. The barometer 
isn’t the same on everyone. So_you try to have 
patience and look for a glimmer of hope. 
With Yatil, | see a lot of glimmer.” 

Ford isn’t alone. 

Aware that Green had been hobbled by the 
knee for much of training camp, Johnson 
took note that instead of yielding to the dis- 


See YATIL, page 
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comfort, his reputed “soft” wideout was still 
going full speed. 

“Psychologically, | think Yatil was doing 
fine,” Johnson said. “In fact, he really over- 
came a pretty big hurdle psychologically by 
fighting through a couple of weeks with pain. 
That showed me something. And | liked it.” 

His teammates have been equally im- 
pressed, and for reasons beyond his ability to 
play through pain. Prior to spraining his ankle 
during an Aug, 1 scrimmage, and despite 
playing on a knee which wasn’t at full 
strength, Green had left more than one Miami 
defender in his wake at training camp. 

“If anyonessays he doesn't still have speed, | 
invite them to line up next to Yatil and cover 
him,” cornerback Terrell Buckley said. “Then 
come and talk to me about it. ... Here is some- 

‘one who is capable of taking it to the house — 
every time he touches the ball. This guy is giv- 
ing everybody in our secondary a workout.” 

It’s notithe Miami secondary, however, 
which needs the workout. If the Dolphins hope 
to keep teams from overplaying the run, it’s op- 
posing defensive backs who need to be put on 

alert. A healthy Green would go a long way to- 
ward keeping defenses honest by rejuvenating 
a passing attack from which the big play has 
been noticeably absent in recent years. 

Last season, only six of Dan Marino’s com- 
pletions covered 30 or more yards — with 
wideouts accounting for the four plays which 
exceeded 40 yards. Two seasons ago, the 
wideouts combined for five receptions over 
40 yards. Compare that to 1995, when 
Marino connected on at least one pass of 30- 
plus yards in 12 of the 14 games he started. 
“\We need big plays, and Yatil gives us a 
chance to get some,” Johnson said. “Oppos- 
ing coaches | talked to in the offseason said 
that in facing our team, they 
weren't afraid of the run 
and they weren't afraid of 
getting beat deep. We really 
didn’t put any fear into peo- 
ple.” 

But with Green, fear ad- 


tally, it started to mess with 


mittedly works both ways. | Year eee 
To strike it in others, he 1983 0 
must first bury a few 1984 5 
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“Coming off a serious 4986 3 
knee injury, it takes time to, 
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The Dolphins coaching staff remains very 
high on Green's potential. Digest Photo/JC RIDLEY 


me. I’m running routes, feeling great, and then, 
all of a sudden, pain. To think you had put all 
this work in and then, just when things are look- 
ing up, the knee starts feeling bad again. Was it 
going to bother me on and off like this forever?” 
With tireless assistance from trainer Ryan 


"Vermillion, Green came to accept the fact that 


rehab was a two-steps-forward, one-step- 
backward proposition. 

It's backward steps like the meniscus tear, 
however, which leave Dolphins fans wonder- 
ing if Green is little more than an injury wait- 
ing to happen. 


DISARMING THE BOMB 


Miami receivers accounted for only three touchdowns in 1997 of 30 yards or longer — with only one of 
those plays, a 44-yard strike from Dan Marino to Charles Jordan at Oakland, tumed in by a wideout. It 
marked the second straight year Marino has completed only three TD passes of 30 or more yards, the lowest 
single-season total of his career. Here's a breakdown of the long-distance scores registered by Marino and 
his receivers since 1983: 
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Of all people, it’s Johnson who scoffs at such 
a notion. Never one to coddle a player nursing 
bumps and bruises, the Miami coach believes 
Green isn’t receiving the credit he deserves. In 
fact, Johnson said Green would have contin- 
ued to play on the knee — and played well — 
were it not for the sprained ankle, At that point, 
he suggested Green have the knee cleaned out 
to remove any lingering discomfort. 

“You have to take into consideration that 
this guy had a major injury,” Johnson said. “To 
have as few injuries as he’s had (during the re- 
covery) is a compliment to him. ... With what 
he did (early in training camp), | have no 
reservations at all that he'll jump in there and 
make plays.” 

“Yatil’s inwiltingness’to give up impressed 
me the most,” said wideout Kirby Dar Dar, 
who rehabilitated a similar injury the past year 
alongside Green. “We weren’t in competition 
to see who could recover fastest. But neither of 
us wanted to leave the other,behind. So if | 
was stretching a little more than he was, he 
busted his butt to get to that point.” 

Whether the hard work pays the kind of 
dividends on which Miami was counting 
when it drafted Green with the 15th overall 
selection remains to be seen. 

But either way, Ford believes, attitude wil) 
prove the determining factor. 

“There are going to be days when he wakes 
up and that daggone knee is throbbing,” said 
Ford. “He's going to have to dig deep inside 
and strain to make himself better. ... And he’s 
doing that. You can.see flashes. 

“But come the Indianapolis game (the Sept. 
6 opener), we need Yatil standing on the line 
of scrimmage saying, ‘Oh my goodness, you 
have the audacity to think you're going to 
cover me?’ Once we get that body language, 
you'll know he’s ready to 


go.” 


Press Ford further and 
he'll tell you that Green, 
while perhaps not this sea; 
son, can someday be one of 
the elite receivers in this 
league. The potential, he 
says, is there. 

But there can be no look- 
ing ahead until Green 
makes peace with his past. 
And that, as Green is the 
first to admit, remains a 
work in progress. 

“It’s not that | take the 
field and think about being 
re-injured,” Green said. “It’s 
more about fulfilling expec- 
tations. I’ve set such high 
expectations for myself. And 
| wonder, what if | can’t do 
it when the pressure is on?” 

Dolphins fans every- 
where are asking themselves 
the same question. 
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Stubbs re 


Wide receiver Yatil Green’s sea- 
son-ending knee injury garnered 
the most attention last summer. But 
unfortunately for the Dolphins, 
Green wasn’t the only player to see 
his 1997 season wiped away by 
misfortune. 

What follows is a look at three 
other Dolphins — Daniel Stubbs, 
Kirby Dar Dar and Larry Izzo — 
looking to bounce back from a seri- 
ous injury. 

By HARVEY FIALKOV 
Staff Writer 

Unlike some of his younger 
teammates who are also returning 
from serious injuries, Daniel Stubbs 
was not motivated by money, fame 
or dreams of playing in a home’ 
Super Bowl. é 

Stubbs, a 10-year veteran who 
sat out the 1994 season because of 
“burnout” and missed all but one 
game last year, is back for one sim- 
ple reason — fun. 

“When | came back (in 1995), | 
said if | don’t have fun, then | don’t 
want to play,” said Stubbs, 33, who 
is competing for playing time at ei- 
ther defensive end slot. “(Then) it 
was more being burnt out. This is 
more about being a challenge to 
come back, 

“| just love the game and | want 
to prove | can do everything | once 
did — covering running backs out 
of the backfield, running people 
down, pass rushing and playing the 
run.” 

Stubbs, who played for Jimmy = 
Johnson at the University of Miami 
and for parts of two years at Dallas 
(1990 and 91), was second on the 
Dolphins with nine sacks in 1996. In an in- 
jury-decimated ’97 season, Stubbs had six 
tackles and a sack in the season opener 
against Indianapolis before tearing his right 
patella tendon. 

Stubbs, who had also missed the preseason 
after sustaining a fractured left leg, was placed 
on injured reserve. Despite flashes of bril- 
liance from rookies Jason Taylor and Derrick 
Rodgers, the Dolphins pass rush was inconsis- 

“tent last season, ranking 27th in the NFL with 
31 sacks. 

“We missed his leadership, we missed his 
pass-rush ability and his playmaking,” John- 
son said. 

Stubbs earned a Super Bowl ring in 1989 
with San Francisco when he had two sacks 
and a fumble recovery in the 49ers’ 55-10 
rout of Denver in Super Bowl XXIV. 

“To even think about getting better, it’s a 
must we have a four-man front that gets pres- 
sure on the quarterback without relying on 
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Daniel Stubbs says the biggest reason he is back with the Dolphins this 
season is that “football makes me happy.” Dige: 


blitzing,” Stubbs said. “We've got to get peo- 
ple in and do whatever we can to get the 
quarterback on the ground.” 

With a glut of talented defensive ends, 
Stubbs is more concerned with winning than 
starting. ‘ 

“| know what | can do,” he said. 

Stubbs is the oldest player on a lightning- 
quick, young defense. 

“When | first got here (’96), once a running 
back got around the line, he was gone for 
yardage,” said Stubbs, who has 504 career 


‘sacks. “The team speed has evolved, and this 


year you could make a mistake, but you know 
there’s some speed behind you to help you 
out.” 

If there was a silver lining to Stubbs’ wasted 
season, it enabled him to spend more time 
with his father, who died last October from 
pancreatic cancer, It put his comeback in per- 


spective. 
“| wished that | could have played, but in- 


turns just for fun 
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“at Syracuse. “I can be (a starter), with a little 
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stead of thinking about being hurt, | 
had time to spend with him,” 
Stubbs said. “So a comeback is no 
big deal. Football makes me happy, 
that’s why I’m back.” 


KIRBY DAR DAR 


Last season, Dolphins wide te- 
ceiver Kirby Dar Dar had plenty of 
time to dream about catching his 
first NFL pass, 

Too much time. Dar Dar, who 
had excelled for Mike Westhoff’s 
special teams in'1996 with a team- 
leading 11 tackles and a blocked 
punt, was on the verge of receiving 
lots of playing time as a wide re- 
ceiver. But during an intrasquad 
scrimmage in July, Dar Dar 
| snapped the anterior cruciate liga- 
ment in his right knee and was lost 
for the season. 

It was a harbinger of Dolphins 
doom as within the next four days, 
fellow receiver Yatil Green sus- 
tained a similar injury and line- 
backer Larry Izzo ruptured an 
Achilles tendon. All were lost for 
the season. 

“It was tough, being out for a 
whole year, dealing witha major 
injury, something [ never dealt with 
before,” said Dar Dar, a muscular 
5-9, 192-pounder. “Not having the 
certainty as how you would come 
back.” 

Fortunately for Dar Dar, he had 
an extended support group in his 
wife, Nanette, and two boys, Kirby 
Ill. and Kyon. Also supportive were 
fellow receivers Green, who was 
going through the same ordeal, and 
especially veteran Fred Barnett, who — de- 
spite being released Oct. 13 — never lost 
touch. 

“Fred was inspirational seeing how he 
came back; | knew | could come back the 
same way,” said Dar Dar, 26. “Even though 
he left the team, he still stayed in contact, 
monitoring me, giving me tips on my rehab.” 

This summer, Dar Dar once again is bid- 
ding for more than just a special teams role. 

“\ have the speed to stretch the defense,” 
said Dar Dar, a former standout running back 


bit more confidence and repetition, things can 
go my way.” 

Until then, Dar Dar will continue to work 
hard and dream of running under a Dan 
Marino special delivery. 

“| can’t wait for that (first touchdown pass),” 
Dar Dar said. “| dreamed about that a lot 


See RETURN, page 14 
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through the offseason, all through my rehab. 
One of my main focuses is getting in there in 
an early game and getting that first touch- 
down out of the way so'l could start my ca- 
reer.” x 


LARRY IZZO 


From Pro Bowl alternate to injured reserve 
is not what Larry 1zzo envisioned his sopho- 
more season. 

But the hyperactive linebacker was ren- 
dered inactive after tearing his left Achilles 
tendon, not once but twice. The second injury 
occurred after tripping over a potted plant, 
wiping out six weeks of rehab. 

“It was frustrating,” he said. “| was con- 
cerned whether or not | would ever regain my 
mobility because it tore two times.” 

Although |zzo’s speed and quickness aren’t 
all the way back, he’s making enough plays in 
training camp to warrant Jimmy Johnson’s 
praise. 

“With the experience he's had, he’s show- 
ing something at linebacker. He’s making 
plays,” Johnson has said throughout camp. 

Izzo, an undrafted free agent in ’96, made 
plenty of plays his rookie season, finishing 
second on the team in special teams tackles 
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The 1997 season was an eye-opening experi- 
ence for Larry Izzo. Digest Photo/JC RIDLEY 


with 10. Despite his 5-10 frame, Izzo blocked 
one punt and deflected two others, all helping 
him to be voted as a special teams alternate 
for the AFC Pro Bowl team. 

Izzo and undersized roommate starting 
middle linebacker Zach Thomas were garner- 
ing national attention as “Fred and Barney.” 


The sudden notoriety and his career nearly 
vanished when, without contact, Izzo col- 
lapsed in pain during a routine cone drill, 
grabbing.his.shredded:tendon. 

“\ realized you can’t take things for granted 
and that the next play could be your last,” 
Izzo said. “So you better give your all each 
particular play.” 

Izzo was not ready to:call it a one-year ca- 
reer, 

“Once you. get a.piece ef the cake, you 
can’t sit there and turn it down,” Izzo said. 
“You get a taste of the action, see how life in 
the NFL is. It was the greatest year of my life, 
and if | have an opportunity to get healthy and 
have another year like that, I’m going to work 
my hardest.” 

Izzo’s hard work has paid off, As of Aug. 
10, he has moved up to number two.on the 
depth chart behind weakside linebacker Der- 
tick Rodgers. 

“I'm still improving my skills as a line- 
backer and as a special teams player,” |zzo 
said. “Basically, the first thing is, | just want to 
make this team, whichever way | can. 

“Missing the road trips and Sunday after- 
noons out at Pro Player (Stadium) was frustrat- 
ing. Everybody’s replaceable in this business. 
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Stephenson's 


By HARVEY FIALKOV 
Staff Writer 

A humble Dwight Stephenson 
entered the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame in the same understated fash- 
ion he plied his craft. 

Stephenson, one of five former 
NFL greats inducted Aug. 1, be- 
came the sixth Dolphins player to 
haVe his image bronzed in Can- 
ton. He was introduced by the 
only pro head coach he ever had, 
fellow Hall of Famer Don Shula, 
who.wondered aloud how his 
quiet center of eight years (1980- 
87) would use up the eight min- 
utes allotted talking about him- 
self. 

“He never liked talking or giving 


speeches,” Shula told the assem- 
blage. “He always wanted to be 
the center, but not the center of at- 
tention.” 

Stephenson, whose career was 
cut short because of a knee injury, 
needed four tries before the Hall’s 
doors would open for him. Many 
misinformed voters felt his career 
wasn’t long enough. But that didn’t 
stop Gale Sayers and it wouldn't 
stop Stephenson, who dominated 
opposing linemen to such an ex- 
tent he was named All-Pro and 
AFC Offensive Lineman of the Year 
from 1983-87. 

“He was the greatest center of 
the modern era,” said ex-Buffalo 
Bills nose tackle Fred Smerlas. 


Digest Photo!MIKE FABUS: 


Stephenson was peaking at age 
30 when old Alabama teammate 
Marty Lyons blocked him late and 
far away from the ball, causing ir- 
teparable damage to his left knee. 
Ten years have passed and 
Stephenson has never looked at the 
play or blamed Lyons. His charac- 
ter is also All-Pro. 

The gracious giant, who started 
in two Super Bowls and three AFC 
title games, thanked nearly every- 
one in attendance, from his pee 
wee coach, to wife Dinah, to his 
parents, to his four brothers and 
sisters. 

“\'m a product of people helping 
people,” said Stephenson. 

He paid special tribute to older 


y in the sun 


About Stephenson: 


Position: Center 

Born: Nov. 20, 1957 

College: Alabama 

NFL: 1980-87 

Dolphins: 1980-87 

NFL honors: NFL Man of the Year, 1985; 
Pro Football Writers Association All-NFL 
first team, 1983-87;.Pro Bowl selection, 
1983-87; NFLPA Offensive Lineman of the 
Year, 1983-87; Dolphins Outstanding Of- 
fensive Lineman, 1982-87. 


e 

What they said... 

“Dwight Stephenson was not all 
that big, not all that strong and proba- 
r bly didn’t run the fastest 40 in the 
world, but he used those hands to 
turn players away like no one else in 
the league.” 


“| played against Jim Langer and 
Mike Webster, but there was no cen- 
ter | have ever played against or have 
seen films of who ever dominated the 
way Dwight Stephenson did. There’s 
no question he was the best center 
who ever played the game.” 


“The thing that made Dwight so 
special is that he didn’t run his mouth 
off like a lot of guys. He just went out 
and kicked tail. And that’s all there 
was to it.” © 


— Former Kansas City 
nose tackle Bill Maas 


— Former Buffalo 
nose tackle Fred Smerlas 


— Former Doiphins 
nose tackle Bob Baumhower 


sister Joyce, who died last year of 
breast cancer. 

“She was my leader,” Stephen- 
son said. “She was the one who 
kept saying, ‘You can do it better 


.n 


than anyone else. 

His speech, which was more 
about appreciation of others than 
self-aggrandizement, didn’t evoke 
many tears or as much laughter as 
his fellow inductees. Instead, it was 
typically modest Stephenson, 
whose on-field contributions could 
never fully be measured in statis- 
tics or words. 

His coaches, teammates, rivals 
and late sister knew his worth. And 
now everyone in the football world 
knows it as well. 


EDolphin 


+ Dan Marino hits O.J. McDuffie 
on a 19-yard completion to convert a 
third-and-7 and keep alive a drive 
that culminated in Olindo Mare's 27- 
yard field goal. 

+ Jerris McPhail converts a fourth- 
and-1 with a 1-yard run on a second- 
quarter drive that ends with Mare’s. 
44-yard field goal. 

* Kirby Dar Dar strips’ Redskins 
punt returner James Thrash from be- 
hind and Bernie Parmalee recovers 
for the Dolphins, setting up Mare's 
third field goal, this one from 50 yards 
out. 

* Charles Jordan returns a punt 
53 yards to the Washington 15-yard 
line to set up the Dolphins’ only 
touchdown, a 3-yard run by Ray 
Nealy. 

+ Defensive end Daniel Stubbs hit 
a scrambling Jeff Hostetler as he is 
passing, causing the bail to flutter into 
the air. Fellow defensive end Kenny 
Mixon makes the interception arid re- 
tums it 8 yards to set up yet another 
Mare field goals, this time a 46-yarder. 

* The Redskins get on the board 
when rookie Skip Hicks’ 2-yard run. 
caps a 70-yard drive. Larry Izzo 
sacks Hostetler on the iwospolnt con- 
version, 

» Dunstan Anderscats 15-yard un- 
sportsmanlike penalty helps set up a 
Jeff Sauve field goal which cuts the 
Dolphins’ lead to 19-9. 

“+ Sam Madison intercepts a Trent 
Green pass at the Dolphins 2-yard 


line, but fumbles and Washington re- 

covers. Green then hits Albert Con- 

x nell for a 3-yard touchdown with 1:02 
The Dolphins running game was very effective in the preseason opener against Washington, and one of the left. 
highlights was Ray Nealy’s 3-yard touchdown run in the third quarter. Digest Photo/KEN KEIDEL . 


THE STARS 


Dolphins’ record: 1-0 

Time of game: 3:02 

Telling statistic: The Dolphins 
fushed for 141 yards and averaged 
4 yards per carry. 

Turning point: The Dolphins spe- 
cial teams set up 10 points in a five- 
minute stretch that spanned the 
second and third quarters when 
Bemie Parmalee recovered a fumble 
and Charles Jordan retumed a punt 
53 yards. 

Dolphins highlights: The first- 
team offensive line was impressive, 


helping the team rush for 94 yards 
on 20 carries in the first half. ... Dan 
Marino was sharp, completed 6 of 7 
for 58 yards. ... Rookies Lorenzo 
Bromell and Kenny Mixon provided 
steady pressure lining up at defen- 
sive tackle in the second half. 

Dolphins lowlights: The Dolphins 
committed 13 penalties for 105 
yards. ... Craig Erickson overthrew a 
wide open Lamar Thomas on a 
deep pass. ... Kevin Alexander 
dropped a touchdown pass in the 
second half. 


OLINDO MARE 
4-for-4 on field goals, 


KENNY MIXON K. ABDUL-JABBAR 
1 sack for minus-8 yards, 8 carries, 46 yards, 
1 interception 5.8 average 


TIM RUDDY ¢ CENTER 
4™ YEAR ¢e NOTRE DAME 


: During both his ju- 
Z nior and senior years 
e at Notre Dame, 


Ruddy posted a perfect grade 
point average. He does, how: 
ever, admit to struggling as a 
freshman and sophomore with 
theology, English and philosophy 
classes, all of which were outside 
his mechanical engineering major. 2 
“That's where | got my B-pluses and 
A-minus,” he said, Ruddy graduated with a 
3.86 GPA. 
fed Since being signed by the Dolphins in 
1994, Ruddy has returned to South 
Bend on five different occasions. Not 
once, however, has he returned for an Irish 
football game. Ruddy visits South Bend be- 
cause his wife, Kim, has family there. 
During his four years at Notre Dame, 
0 including two as the starting center, 
Ruddy claims to have never questioned 
the mental stability of head coach Lou Holtz. 
“| knew better,” Ruddy says. “Besides, every- 
body knows that all head coaches are crazy. 
They have to be.” 
Though known primarily for his 
4 ‘il work in the trenches, Ruddy can 
boast of at least one romp in the 
open field. As a defensive tackle at Dunmore 
(Pa.) High (he also played offensive tackle 
and kicker), Ruddy once returned an inter- 
ception 44 yards for the only touchdown of * 
his high school, college or NFL career. As 
Dunmore’s placekicker, Ruddy said he never 
connected on a field goal longer than 32 
yards. \ 
The Dolphins’ second-round draft 
G = choice in 1994, Ruddy was the 
65th overall pick. Of the seven 
players selected by Miami in the '94 draft, 
only Ruddy and Tim Bowens are still with the 
team. 


Aside from the two surgeries he’s un- 
| O dergone (the second was for a dam- 
aged tendon in his finger), Ruddy has 
never required a single stitch to re- 
pair a cut suffered during a football 
game. In addition to his Notre Dame 
career, that covers 63 games with the 
Dolphins — 47 of them as the starting 
center. 


2 Back in eighth grade, 
3 Ruddy tipped the 
scales at just over half 


of his current playing weight of 
295 pounds. He gained over 100 
pounds during his high school 
playing days. The 6-foot-3 Ruddy 
has never weighed more than 
310 pounds. 


‘@ 6p By the 
j 1G time 
5 Sw Ruddy 


lines up for the first snap of the 
season at Indianapolis, it will 
have been that many days since 
he last danced in public. The last 
time Ruddy cut some rug in front 
of a crowd? His wedding day, July 1, 1995. 


€ As a 10-year-old, Ruddy 
4 notched a high score of 189 ina 
@F junior bowling league. That re- 


mains his high score to this day. “It’s tough with 
my fingers all bent up to do much with the 
bowling ball anymore,” Ruddy said. 


feet @ Number of feet of the shot put toss 
eD that earned Ruddy a Pennsylvania 


On the particu- 

j sp & lar spread of 

aH *@ Pennsylvania 
farmland most favored by his father, 
brother and friends — all of whom, like 
Ruddy, are hunting enthusiasts — the 
Miami center has shot deer which weighed 
as much as 125 pounds. “We actually liked 
to shoot the deer because they used to eat 
the crops,” Ruddy said. “So it worked out 
pretty good.” 


That's the vague 3 I M é 
Ll FEV 7 number of times state high school championship. 
A Ruddy admits to ei- Asked how many times Dan Marino 


== @ yelled at him last season, Ruddy. 
=== @ quipped, “That's the kind of ques- 
tion where there are too many to count. ... To 
be fair, Dan doesn’t yell at guys. He just has , 
some words for you.” Assuming, for argu- 
ment’s sake, that Marino did yell at him last 
season, how many times did Ruddy deserve 
it? “Probably as many times as he yelled at 
me,” Ruddy noted. “Just put a big equal sign.” 
— Kevin Kaminski 


ther chewing on a defensive lineman’s fingers 
or gouging an opponent's eyes during a 
pileup. “For the most part,” Ruddy says, “I 
play it pretty clean,” 

Dating all the way back to his days as a 
j two-way player in high school, Ruddy 

has only suffered oné broken bone 
playing football — a 1996 fracture of his 
right wrist which required the insertion of a 
screw, 
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PLEASE SEND TO: Dolphin Digest ¢ PO. Box 526600, Miami, FL 33152-6600 
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Own Your Business Opportunity 


Own Sports 
Catalog 
Distributorship 


Own your own mail order 
business. NFL, NBA and 
__——,_ MLB licensed 
products. 
Minimum 
investment. 
Full color 
catalogs 
furnished. 
Products sell 
themselves. 


Authentic Mini-Helmet - $150 * Commemorative 343 TD Jumbo 


VISIT OUR WEB SITE 
at www.gofins1.com 


* FREE °96 DAN MARINO 
HEADLINER WITH $50 PURCHASE * 


* 1998 Marino Starting Lineup - $25 * 1998 Marino/Elway 
Classic Double - $40 * 1997 Marino/Griese Classic Double - $30 
+ Bob Griese Ceramic Bobbin Head Doll = $45 * Dolphin 
Ceramic Piggy Bank - $15 * Dolphins Ceramic Cookie Cutter 
Mold - $10 * Danny Bar Candy Wrapper from late 80's - $25 
+ Dwight Stephenson H.O.F. mug from Fin’s Breakfast - $10 
* Cancelled Miami Dolphins check, signed by Joe Robbie - $50 
+ Dan Marino White Rose Trailer - $25 
* Dan marino Pro Cubé - $12 x Dolphins Pro Cube - $10 
BOB GRIESE AUTOGRAPHED ITEMS FROM SIGNING 
% 8x10 picture plaque - $60 * Replica Mini-Helmet - $95 

x * Replica H.O.F. Mirfi-Helmet - $95 
DAN MARINO AUTOGRAPHED ITEMS FROM SIGNING 
* Griese/Marino 97 Classic Double Signed by both - $175 
+ University of Pittsburgh Mini-Helmet - $130 * New Logo 


Ticket - $100 * 8x10 Picture of Marino playing baseball - $60 
* Authentic Pro Helmet, new logo - $350 * NFL football - $200 


AUTOGRAPHED MINI-HELMETS - New Comers $40 ea. 
x John Avery * Brad Jackson * Lorenzo Bromell * Kenhy Mixon 
%* Kevin Donnolley * Jim Kitts * Brock Marion * Scott Shaw * Pat Surtain 


* PHONE ORDERS TAKEN * CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG. 
Ship. & hand.: Under $75 - $7.50 Oven$75 - 10% of order. We accept MC/VISA/AMEX. 


pma : 
<= Sports Collectors 715.5) pak Pes 
LS 


University Park Plaza 
Warehouse, inc. 


TT, Davie, FL 33328 
S\Tfipc To Sapie's BUFFET & A BLOCK FROM DOLPHINCAMP) © (954) 475-4880 


For immediate processing of your 
order, include payment in full 
(payable to Curtis Publishing 

Company) to: 


Wiami Dolphins 
erleaders Calendars 
P.O; Box 526600 
Miami, Florida 33152 
CREDIT CARD ORDERS 


C 


* Poster i 
* Official | 


CALL 1-800-334-4005 


EDolpiain 19 | 


Age: 24 
Occupation: Elementary education student, 
part-time executive assistant 
Hometown: Staten Island, N.Y. 

Marital status: Married Age: 25 

Years as Dolphins Cheerleader: 7-year veteran Occupation: Accounts supervisor 
Favorite animal: Dolphin Hometown: Cooper City, Fla.” 

People think.l look like:-Cher Marital status: Single 

Favorite food: Grilled chicken salad Years as Dolphins Cheerleader: Rookie 
Favorite animal: My cat “Tippy” 

People think I look like: Heather Locklear 
Favorite food: Pasta from Hops Restaurant 


ANTONIETTE Maribelle % 
ROME Day Spa o. asics 
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$5,000 | [$2,000 $500 ~ 

CASH | | CASH CASH | | CASH 


$15,000) 
OVERALL | PRG 


Play via the internet at 
http://fantasyfootball.msnbc.com 


Shared $170,615 
In Cash Prizes Last Year! 


$250 | $100 | $50 | « 
CASH|| CASH 


$500 
LEAGUE a 


CASH 


CASH 


CONAN Charles'Finch, La Mesa, OA 


and recelved by September 10, 1998. 


. EWTRY DEADLINE FOR PAONE, FAX & INTERNET ENTRIES 
— | Saturday, Sept. 5, 1998 by 9 PM Central Time. 
$200 |[ sido ]/ $50 )/ 925 | en PL AVERS = Walled entries must be postmarked by September Sth 


HOW TO PLAY 
© Teams In each league are sorted by each team's tot 
team with the highest point total will be first and th 
Jowest point total will be fast. 


tal points. The 
8 team with the 


© To dotermine overall standings, all teams in MSNBC Sports Fantasy Football 


are sorted by each team's otal point 


@ Points are accumulated weekly for all 22 starting players a 


elense/special teams. The week begins with games 


iyed on Thursday 


‘and ends with games played on Monday. The game begins with Week 


© For each of your starting players whose NFL team 


wins that week, 


‘you will got three points, 1 your starting defense wins that week, you 


‘will pet three points, 


Vorsus the defense/special team selected. 
‘ Yards from detense/special teams’ returns do not count, 


© Dofense points allowed Is based on the final score, of the game 


© Two pola conversion points are awarded tothe player scoring the conversion. 


© Teams will recelve 0,05 points for each passing yard 
for each recelving or rushing yard. 


and 0.10 points 


© AIl points accumulated by the players on the starting lineup, regardless of 
What position they play during the season, contribute to a team’s point totals, 
A player's points are added to your team's polnt totals only during the 


weoks that he Is in your starting lineup. 


Bench players’ points do not contribute to your team’s point totals for 


tho weeks they are not In the starting ineup. 


¢ Polnis by a player before he was on your roster do not count, 
Pre-season, play-off, and pro bow! points do not contribute to your 


team's point totals. 


LINEUP 
Starting lineup consists of; 
8-Kickors 2-Tight Ends 
3-Quartorbacks 6-Wide Receivers 


6-Aunning Backs _2-Detense/Special 


Starting lineup value cannot exceed $60,000,000, 
€ Tho bench consists of any 11 players and/or defense 


| Teams 


e/special teams, 


‘They are your backups and may be placed onto your starting lineup for 


‘ny reason (Injury, poor performance, ete.) 
Value cap and position distribution rules do not appl 
but do apply when switched onto the starting lineup, 


ly for the bench, 


 Unlistad players have a value of $1,000,000. They must bo placed on 


the bench unlit September 12th, 


Lineup changes must be made by 9 PM Central Time on Saturday 
‘to be effective for games played on the following Sunday & Monday 
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LEAGUES . LINEUP CHANGES 


first-come, first-served bas's, To make Jincup changes, a toll-ree number. and an account number 


ams compete forthe overall grand prize, The 


@ Play In the same league with your friends, Call 1-888-676-2268, or night). The first roster change deadline fs Saturday, Soplember 12th. 
visit our Internet site at httpy/tantasyfootball.msnbe,com for details, © The fees for lineup changes are 


‘ line for weekly lineup changes Is Saturday at 9 PM CT for 
the same players, but no two teams with the Sunday and Monday games, or by 9 PM CT the night before any other 
‘same roster willbe in the same league, ‘game (changes for Thursday games must be made by 9 PM Wednesday 


Complete this entry form and 
enter your team by calling 
1-888-676-2248 from 9AM te 9PM 
CT Monday ~ Sunday or by fax 

+ (314) 991-1564 anytime. 


STARTING LINEUP 


Pre-Season Moves (unlimited) 
STANDINGS Bench Switch (uniimited).. POS NUM PLAYER VALUE 
@ Receive a four-page report weekly or bi-weekly. You automatically Now Piayer Purchase (Vit 10). ‘ 
receive bi-weekly standings with your ontry fee, (First standings mailed ‘Bye Week Bench Switch (in or out) —— — 
‘September 16th.) ‘is i ee K 
4 Bi-weokly standings include the lineup changes of the 25 teams in your 
ague. Know what you are competing against! ADDITIONAL RULES — — 
‘© Updated league rosters and top § overall sent the weeks of Septomber 21st  ® For Canadian entries, please add $15 to your entry fee to cover additional | gg 
‘and October 26th, mailing costs. All dollar amounts indicated are payable in U.S, dollars. = —= 
‘© $10 for standings to be mailed to a second address, Player changes cannot be made until your teary has been entered into the} ® —— 
© $10 per address per team for standings to be malled weekly rather  colmputer database. Phono and internet entries are entered Immediately ) QB 
than bi-weekly. om icp Mae ml tan wel? wi ewe 
‘ Standings are also avallable via the internet. Call for dotalls. ays of receipt == — 
‘© Fax service avallabo. Call 1-088-676-2248 for details, ‘© Not responsible fr los, lata, stolen or misdirected entries or player changes, | RB __ —— 
Our foil fie is 814-991-1511. Our fax number is 314-991-1564, ey 
SCORING © MSNBC Sports Fantasy Footbal! is subject to the complete official rules = — 
PASSING KICKING ' which ara at hitp,/tantasylootball msnbc.com and contained inthe Welcome | R& ___ =— 
Passing TD Points | Field Goal s(Palace df SF ec care ena stn sees Fomeey ae yor sat 
Os the torms of the complete official rules and by the decisions of the judges fr. Tz 
20 Passing Yds" ...1 Point’ | Extra Point 1 Point which are Heal onal! matters pertaining tothe Contest. ——— —— 
RECEIVING DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS  MSMBC Soot Fantasy Footal nol alated Ia en way with te Te 
Receiving TD......3Points | Shutout.........18 Points ~ ie r 
© Contest | ly to legal residents ofthe United States and Canada, 18 — — 
10 Receiving Yés"* ..1 Point | 1-t0Pts Allowed .10Points || ° years ot age or older. Vold In LA, MT VT he Province of Quebec, and | WR 
2 pt. Conversion ...2Polnts | 11-20 Pts Allowed . 5 Points ‘where prohibited by law. i a 
RUSHING Safety .......02.2 Points | ® Contest is subject to al! United States Federal end State laws. MSNBC = —— 
Rushing TD Brolns | Any Detesive o ec Cone Dicaey ie ay rn of saree i = 
é ‘@ MSNBC reserves the right to disqually or refuse entry to any person | wy 
10 Rushing Yds"* ..1 Point | Special Teams TD .6 Points | who violates the rules oF acts In an unsportemaniike manor, Prizes —- — 
2 pt. Conversion ...2Points | TEAM VICTORY will be awarded only to players. who have complied with the official {WR — — 
OTHERTOSBY PLAYER | EachPlayer.......9Poins | , weandwinseaccoutsaropalionl. | |W 
Se ‘not responsible for any human ot technical error, Hons, i— 
Any otherTD .....6.Palais | DelSpecial Team ..9 Ponts ‘communications, Iino fallure, destruction or unauthorized’ access 10. of == — 
uch es KO Return, Punt Return ration of an entry or portfolio, technical malfunction of any telephone 
Interception Return or a Recovery twark or lines, computer on-ine systems, servers, equipment or sotware 
+005 Point awarded for each passing yard ‘© Employees of Microsoft Corporation, MSNBC, CDM and thelr affliajas, | STARTING LINEUP VALUE 
10 Point awarded for each rushing or recelving yard subsidiaries, advertising and promotion agencies and immediate tally . ’ 
(cannot exceed $60,000,000) 
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Second-guessing second chances 


Lawrence Phillips’ biography in the 
Dolphins media guide gives a detailed 
account of his brief NFL career. It lists 
his single-game highs, breaks down 
his game-by-game performances and 
notes his on-field accomplishments at 
the University of Nebraska. 


Under “personal,” it merely states 
that he is single, where he went to 
high school, and that he lettered in 
track. 

It is somewhat reminiscent of the 
old Jackie Gleason “Honeymooners” 
series, in a classic episode when 
Ralph Kramden is listing his bad 
qualities for his buddy, Norton. All he 
could come up with was “doesn’t 
speak French.” . . 

Obviously, a record book isn’t 
going to report the sad news that 
Phillips should have majored in 
anger management. His real bio is 
unfortunate, for him and many 
around him. 

As a youngster, he was able to 
score 38 touchdowns at Baldwin 
Hills (Calif). He also grew up without 
parents and was exposed to much of 
the worst in the streets of Southern 
California. 

In three years at Nebraska, he 
rushed for 2,777 yards and 30 touch- 
downs in 27 games. He missed some 
games from a suspension brought on 
when he dragged his girlfriend down 
a flight of stairs. Her name, which is 
Kate McEwen, does not appear in the 
media guide. He was reinstated for 
the Fiesta Bowl, the one that con- 
vinced Florida coach Steve Spurrier 
that he would need a defense for his 
own run to attitle. 

The Huskers routed the Gators, 


62-24. Lawrence scored twice and 
ran for 165 yards to elevate himself 
into the most controversial figure of 
that year’s draft. The fact that he was 
allowed to play in that game was 
questionable, in terms of Coach Tom 
Osborne's judgment. Nebraska has 
become far too permissive a program 
where violence is concemed. 

Respected New York writer Dick 
Weiss wrote that the coach tried to 
convince the victim not to press 
charges. When CBS News’ Bernard 
Goldberg showed up at a weekly 
press conference and began’ asking 
the hard questions, he was tossed by 
Dr. Tom. 

Forgiving Lawrence Phillips be- 
came the norm. But life is not a 
media guide:full of flattering stats. In 
talking with then-St. Louis Rams 
general manager Steve Ortmeyer the 
day before the draft, he made it 
clear that if Phillips fell to them at 
No. 6, no question, they were taking 
him. 

And fall he did. Baltimore owner 
Art Modell met with the running 
back that week for several hours. He 
agonized, he said, then passed. The 
agony was rewarded by the selection 
of mammoth offensive tackle 
Jonathan Ogden, and Rams manage- 
ment rejoiced. 

And wasn't this the perfect situa- 
tion! After all, the Rams were owned 
by a woman, Georgia Frontiere. More 
forgiveness. St. Louis wasn’t to be a 
city where he would find trouble, 
they said. (What's Lincoln, Nebraska?) 

On Day 2 of that draft, he arrived 
at the Rams’ complex surrounded by 
an entourage that included his agent 
and his own public relations people, 
featuring respected broadcast coach 
Andrea Kirby. - 

“Square your shoulders, Lawrence. 
Look into the camera, Lawrence. And 
don't forget to smile.” = 

When he gave a good answer, as 
he was coached through the press 
conference and subsequent inter- 


LAWRENCE PHILLIPS 


views, he was given thumbs-ups from 
the spin doctors. Sadly, there was no- 
body in the: room saying,“Get help, 
Lawrence.” i 

The pattern of poor behavior con- 
tinued. He violated his probation, did 
time and was greeted by his new 
coach, Dick Vermeil, who drove him 
back to St. Louis. He turned him over 
to running backs coach Wilbert 
Montgomery, the great former 
Philadelphia ball carrier who was to 
take Phillips under his wing, After a 
few weeks, the assistant was ready to 
throw in the towel. 

Reportedly, in his last week as a 
Ram, Phillips rolled a new car and 
was seen brandishing a weapon at a 
party. When he stormed out of a 
meeting with Vermeil, it was over. It 
was then left to the Dolphins to for- 
give his past. 

There were no complaints during 
the offseason. He diligently partici- 
pated in the conditioning program, 
got his weight down and was ready 
when camp started. Then, another in- 
Cident. % 

The report said that he threatened 
the woman before hitting her in the 


face. It happened at 3 a.m. ina Plan- 
tation nightclub. And while the inves- 
tigation is ongaing — and what is 
taking so long? — he is at least guilty 
of questionable judgment in being 
there at that hour. 

Still, Jimmy Johnson forgives. 

Then, Phillips fumbles twice in a 
Friday practice, then splits. It was 
time to go from forgive to forget. Yet 
the bottom line was that had he per- 
formed to expectations on the field, 
he might have had some playing time 
in Washington. But he didn’t, so his- 
tory will show his Dolphins numbers 
at 18 carries, 44 yards, adios. ? 

Forgiveness is rampant in the NEL. 
It is like the response of the priest 
who was asked at ringside if the 
fighter crossing himself had an edge. 
“He does if he can fight,” was the re- 
sponse. 

The Everett Mclver-Michael Irvin 
embroglio is a sick example. Michael 
slashes Mclver’s throat with clippers, 
and Dallas owner Jerry Jones is 
Coach Osborne with a bankroll, He's 
going to pay Mclver to drop the mat- 
ter. Would he do the same if the wide 
receiver were Billy Davis? 

That bizarre episode is no more 
bizarre than Alonzo Spellman, the 
disturbed ex-Bear, getting a tryout 
with Jacksonville shortly after a war- 
rant is issued for him in New Jersey 
on a weapons rap. Would you fly on 
the team plane with that man, who 
since last season had a hostage situa- 
tion and was caught, and after leav- 
ing a mental hospital was found wan- 
dering aimlessly in the snow wearing 
little clothing? 

This is not intended to knock sec- 
ond chances. But will teams soon be 
adding psychiatrists to travel with the 
medical staff? hl 


Catch Hank “The Hammer” Gold- 
berg weekday afternoons, 2-6 p.m. 
ET, on SportsRadio 560 WQAM and 
on the World Wide Web @ 
http://wqam.com. 
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Brings leadership at linebacker 


Improved Jones back with J.J. 


By KEVIN KAMINSKI 
Assistant Editor 

Rarely, if ever, does an NFL player 
welcome an opportunity to reunite 
with the head coach under whom 
he spent the most demoralizing sea- 
son of his professional career. 

Yet all it took was one phone call 
from Jimmy Johnson for linebacker 
Robert Jones to decide on a second 
go-around with the man who 
benched him five years earlier in 
Dallas. : 

It didn’t even matter that Johnson 
was asking the veteran middle line- 
backer, cut by the St. Louis Rams 
June 2, to play at one of Miami's 
outside spots. What did matter was 
that Johnson, despite their history, 
still believed in Jones. 5 

“There was no agent involved in 
this discussion,” Jones said. “This 
was the head coach of an organiza- 
tion, and the guy who drafted me, 
calling me directly. Whatever hap- 
pened in the past between us, he 
still saw my ability and talent. ... At 
that point, | said, let’sget it doné.” 

It's what happened in the past, 
however, which makes the second 
of two Dallas reunion stories this off- 
season (safety Brock Marion, an- 
other Cowboy who played for John- 
son, signed in March) so interesting. 

The 24th overall selection in 1992 
out of East Carolina, Jones became 
the first rookie linebacker to start a 
season opener for the Cowboys 
since Lee Roy Jordan in 1963. Jones 
would finish second on the team in 
tackles (108), score NFL Defensive 
Rookie of the Year honors from UPI, 
and share in the first of three Super 
Bow! titles in four years with Dallas. 

But even as Jones was basking in 
the glow of a memorable rookie sea- 
son, there were whispers that the 6- 
3, 250-pounder wasn’t the dominant 
force for which the Cowboys were 
looking at middle linebacker. 

Never sensing his tenuous hold 
on the starter’s job, Jones sealed his 
fate by coming out flat to start 1993. 
It wasn’t long before Johnson had 
seen enough. 

“You can’t live on what you did 
the previous year,” Jones said. “But 
that’s what | did. | came in the first 
couple games without the fire | had 
my rookie year. That's when Jimmy 
made the move.” 

Three weeks into the season, John- 
son replaced Jones in the middle with 
Ken Norton. From there, things dete- 
riorated rapidly. Soon, Jones found 
himself buried so deep in Johnson’s 
doghouse that he appeared on the in- 
active list for games against Green 
Bay and San Francisco. He would 


Linebacker Robert Jones came to the Dolphins after averaging 122 


tackles in his two seasons with the Rams. 


finish with season with only 36 tack- 
les. One Dallas newspaper, mean- 
while, described him as the most dis- 
appointing of Johnson’s six first-round 
draft choices as Cowboys coach 
(Troy Aikman, Emmitt Smith, Russell 
Maryland, Alvin Harper and Kevin 
Smith were the others). And then-de- 
fensive coordinator Butch Davis said 
that after hoping and hoping Jones 
would emerge, “maybe everyone's 
expectations (had been) too high.” 
“jimmy’s decision affected me a 
lot,” Jones said. “Socially, you find 
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yourself telling people, ‘Hey, I’m the 
starting middle linebacker for the 
Dallas Cowboys and we're the 
world champions.’ And it’s an ego 
thing. Then suddenly you get 
benched and you're wondering how 
you went from this high to this low. 
It kills your confidence. 

“But what | came to realize later 


“was that Jimmy wanted me to check 


my insides. Did | really want to 
play? Or did | just want to put on a 
uniform, brag that I’m a Dallas Cow- 
boy, and flaunt my stuff around.” 


HOW HE FITS IN 


® Depth at inside linebacker: A year ago, Zach Thomas went down 

with a leg injury. That left a big void. This season, Jones would be there 

and the Dolphins would be in much better shape. : 

® Potential starting outside linebacker: Jones had moved ahead of in- 

cumbent starter Anthony Harris at the strongside linebacker spot when 

Harris went down with a knee injury, which will keep him out at least 

through the preseason. The starting job is now Jones’ to lose. 

© | eadership: The Dolphins have mostly a group of young linebackers. 

Jones offers the experience of a player who has taken part in big 
+ ¢ me 


Jones answered those questions 
emphatically in 1994, a season 
which opened with Johnson out of 
coaching, Norton playing in San 
Francisco, owner Jerry Jones con- 
tending that the Cowboys would 
have to win with a less talented 
player in the middle, and new Dal- 
las coach Barry Switzer challenging 
Jones to become an enforcer. He 
need not have bothered. 

His pride blistered by the events 
of the previous season, not to men- 
tion the relentless criticism, Jones 
embarked on a career year, finishing 
with 162 tackles. He followed that 
with a 100-tackle season and a third 
Super Bowl ring. 

“After being benched, | spent the 
rest of 1993 trying to avoid pointing 
the finger at myself,” Jones said. 
“But by finally looking in the mirror, 
| found out what kind of player | re- 
ally wanted to be. | didn’t want to 
just prove it to Jimmy and the NFL, 
but to the world that ! could play 
this game.” 

Johnson obviously took note. In 
1996, his first season as coach of the 
Dolphins, he made a free agent bid 
for Jones. But the up-front money of- 
fered by the Rams ($2.8 million to 
sign as part of a five-year, $10 mil- 
lion deal) proved too much for Jones 
to pass up. 

‘Two years and 21 losses later, de- 
spite seasons of 129 and 115 tack- 
les, St. Louis cut Jones in a salary 
cap move. When Johnson called this 
time, Jones was only too happy to 
join forces with his former coach. 

“What | bring to the table is lead- 
ership,” Jones said. “We have a lot 
of small, quick, athletic linebackers. 
But in certain games, you can’t use 
your speed. You have to be able to 
come up and lay a blow on some- 
body. | have the ability to do that!” 

Evidently, Johnson agreed. Fol- 
lowing the Dolphins’ first preseason 
game against Washington, he ele- 
vated Jones to No. 1 on the depth 
chart at strongside linebacker ahead 
of Anthony Harris. A day later, Har- 
ris was lost for 3-4 weeks when he 
sprained his knee in practice. 

“| actually see him making more 
plays today than what he did at the 
middle linebacker spot,” Johnson 
said. “I think he's comfortable at the 
strongside position and I’m ex- 
tremely pleased we picked him up.# 

“| don’t feel like I’ve come here 
fighting for my reputation, because | 
haven't exactly been playing like 
garbage these past few years,” Jones 
said. “But I’m still thankful Jimmy 
thought enough of me to give me 
another opportunity.” 


—— 
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As the preseason unfolds, Dolphin 
Digest will take a weekly look at the 
battles for those starting jobs that 
were considered up for grabs head- 
ing into training camp. 

HALFBACK — It appears this bat- 
tle is over and Karim Abdul-Jabbar 
will be the starter. He started against 
the Redskins and was impressive, 
rushing eight times for 46 yards. 
John Avery’s continued absence be- 
cause of a hamstring injury virtually 
eliminated any chance he had of 
winning a full-time starting job. The 
big question here now is, who will 
make the roster? The Dolphins likely 
will keep four and Abdul-Jabbar, 
Avery and Bernie Parmalee (because 
of his special teams work) appear to 
be locks. That leaves Jerris McPhail 
and Ray Nealy fighting for a job. 
Both had their moments against 
Washington — McPhail rushed for 
39 yards on 10 carries, while Nealy 
rushed’ eight times for 27 yards and 
a touchdown. 

WIDE RECEIVER — Yatil Green's 
arthroscopic knee surgery wasa big 
blow to his chances of earning the 
starting job opposite O.J. McDuffie. 
Green isn’t expected back until the 
San Francisco game(Aug: 23) and he 
will have only two preseason games 
to show he is up to the challenge. 
Charles Jordan started against the 


“Unheralded Mark 
since taking over as the start 
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Redskins and didn’t catch a pass. 
Lamar Thomas, who had one catch 
and badly beat a defender deep on 
another play, was the only other 
wide receiver to do anything worth 
mentioning. 


LEFT GUARD — 

The surprise of the sum- 
mer continues to be Mark 
Dixon, who took over as 
a Starter early in training 
camp.and has done noth- 
ing to give up his spot. 
The Dolphins had great 
success running the ball 
against Washington and 
Jimmy Johnson praised 
Dixon for his work. Brent 
Smith was expected to re- 
turn to practice this week 
' but he has some major 
catching up to do. Former 
Arizona starter Anthony 
_ Redmon saw action 
against the Redskins, but 
the running game didn’t 
have much success with 


sive line in the game. 
LEFT DEFENSIVE 
END — Rookie Kenny 
Mixon started against the 
Redskins and finished 
with one sack and one in- 
terception. But Mixon’s 
big plays came while he was lining 
up at tackle in pass-rushing situa- 
tions, when he and fellow rookie 


Lorenzo Bromell provided impressive 


push up the middle. Mixon’s ability 


to defend the run has him ahead of 


the second-team offen- 


veteran Trace Armstrong at this point. 
With Daniel Stubbs generating some 
pressure from the outside, the Dol- 
phins have many options at this spot. 

OUTSIDE LINEBACKER — Robert 
Jones had moved ahead of incum- 
bent Anthony Harris when Harris suf- 
fered a knee injury in practice Aug. 
10. The injury is expected to. keep 
Harris out of action the rest of the 
preseason, at the very least. Jones, 
who had three tackles and was very 
active against the Redskins, now will 
start alongside Zach Thomas and 
Derrick Rodgers. The battle could re- 
sume upon Harris’ return. 

CORNERBACK — Rookie Patrick 
Surtain continues to impress (four 
tackles against Washington), but in- 
cumbents Terrell Buckley and Sam 
Madison remain the starters. Madi- 
son had an interception in the pre- 
season opener, but fumbled the ball 
right back to the Redskins. 

PUNTER — Klaus Wilmsmeyer, 
brought in this offseason to chal- 
lenge incumbent John Kidd, aver- 
aged 48.4 yards on five punts and 
cleanly fielded a low snap while 
holding for kicker Olindo Mare. 
Kidd, whose durability has become 
somewhat of a concern, needs to 
quickly bounce back from the back 
ailment that kept him out of the 
Washington game. 


Taves takes another shot at NFL 


By HARVEY FIALKOV 
Staff Writer 
Josh Taves was shaking, not from 
fear of landing his; first full-time NFL 
roster spot after three failures, but 
because he had just taken a post- 
practice dip in the pool- : 
Taves, a 6-7, 285-pound defen- 
sive linemen, had opposing quarter- 
backs shaking all spring in NFL Eu- 


Johnson moved him to left tackle, 
where he'll compete for playing 
time with Shane Burton and Barron 
Tanner (until Fim Bowens signs). 
“Josh doesn’t have the quick first 
step the others have (defensive 


ends), but he’s done some things so | 


far that | like what | see,” Johnson 
said. “He’s very active.” 
Taves was very active as a teen- 


ager growing up in Key West before 
moving to Cape Cod in ninth grade. 

. “| was a punk,” Taves admits. “As 
| got bigger and better, (football) just 
came with the territory.” 

From a laid-back childhood 
catching grouper, snapper and 
sharks in the Keys, Taves took to 
snowboarding in Massachusetts, 
where he attended Northeastern. He 


amassed 85 tackles and seven sacks 
his last two seasons, earning him 
All-American status to the Jewish 
Sports Congress. 

But since college, it’s been a re- 
volving door, getting cut by Detroit, 
Jacksonville and New England be- 
fore Johnson reeled him in. 

“It’s disappointing to get cut any- 
where,” Taves said. “I got hurt in 
New England, otherwise they 


rope where he recorded nine 
sacks (tied for the league lead), 
three forced fumbles and three 
passes defensed, to earn the 
league’s Defensive Most Valu- 


Josh Taves is one of several unheralded newcomers trying to make his mark in 
training camp. Here’s a look at a dozen others: — : 


CB Played at Ball State with twin brother Raphaol 


"MEET THE LITTLE-KNOWN DOLPHINS 


able Player award. Player _ Pos. Comment 
“\ had a better attitude and | Raphael Bait 
had more to prove to people Mark Dixon (Ob 


that | could play inside, outside 


‘Three-year CFL veteran impressive earlyincamp 
Averaged 34 catches last two years at McNeese State 


all over the place,” said Taves, ‘Oronde Gadsden WR Starred with Portland of Arena Football 
who was waived off New Eng- | Chad May OB Fi I ‘State star in battle for No. 3 job 
land's injured reserve list Sept. | Denorse Mosley CB nt 1997 season on Dolphins practice squad 
22 because of a serious ankle | Jamie Reader FB Claimed off waivers from Arizona Cardinals me 
sprain. The Dolphins signed | AntoineSimpson OT Signed after draft, impressive early in training camp 
him in June. Derrick Shepard DT Three-year starter at Georgia Tech — 

Taves starred at defensive end |Landon Smith © FB Teammate of 3rd-round pick Brad Jackson at Cincinnati 
for the Barcelona Dragons, but | Bany’ OT — Spentlast four games of 1997 on Dolphins practice squad 
because of a logjam of quicker TE ‘Made Carolina Panthers as rookie in ‘96; waived last year 


ends in Dolphins camp, Jimmy 


] said | made the team. | have a 


want to experience that feeling 
again.” 

So Taves, 26, pursued quar- 
terbacks and his dream in Spain 
where his weight (265 to 285) 
and skills blossomed. He also 
was hoping to get one more 
shot at building an NFL career 
before using his architecture de- 
gree. 

“| like to hit the quarterback 
but we can’t hit him in camp, 
so I'll wait for preseason games 
for that,” Taves said. “Preseason 
is where everyone has to 
shine.” 


lot to prove to myself. | don’t ” 
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Dixon emerges 
as summer star 


Three-year CFL veteran Mark 
Dixon came to camp just hoping he 
could beat the odds and make the 
Dolphins’ fina! roster. Don't look now, 
but this guy might even wind up being 
a starter. 

Dixon has been so impressive that 
Coach Jimmy Johnson quickly ap- 
pointed him as the starting left guard 
after Brent Smith sprained his left 
foot and Jeff Buckey reported to 
camp 20 pounds lighter than ex- 


ted. 

Since then, all Dixon has done is 
continue receiving praise from John- 
son. And the trend continued after the 
preseason opener at Washington. 

“Dixon has pretty well locked him- 
self in at the (left) guard spot,” John- 
son said before adaing, “At least for 
this week.” 

Johnson also said that Dixon and 
Kevin Donnalley combined to give 
the Dolphins “the best offensive guard 
play we've had since I've been here.” 

WEIGHT WATCHERS: As for 
Buckey, he drew the ire of Jimmy 
Johnson when he reported to camp 
20 pounds under his target weight of 
305. After the team’s first instrasquad 
scrimmage, Johnson. said, “He played 
very light (in the scrimmage). Buckey 
played like a 240-pounder.” Buckey’ 
then spent the next week working as 
a backup left tackle but starting 


McPhail Pritchett 


Buckey McDuffie 


McPhail completed a 360 in training 
camp when he was switched back to 
tunning back. McPhail, who had been 
switched to wide receiver in the off- 
season, was moved back after the 
Dolphins released running back 
Lawrence Phillips. McPhail, a’ fifth- 
round pick in 1996, joined the battle 
for playing time at halfback that in- 
cludes Karim Abdul-Jabbar, Ray 
Nealy, Bernie Parmalee and first- 
round pick John Avery. 

NEW PLAN FOR STAN: The Dol- 


Literally. 


will be punishable by 


Mistakes now costly for receivers 


Dolphins wide receivers will be paying for their mistakes this season. 


Under a new fine policy that will be enforced by receivers coach Robert 


Ford, a dropped pass will cost the guilty party $1, a dropped touchdown pass 
a $10 fine and a fumble will be double that amount. 


phins are planning to use fullback 
Stanley Pritchett at halfback, mostly 
in short-yardage situations, during the 
season. And that’s perfectly fine with 
Pritchett. “I'll do anything they ask me 
to do, but it's obviously fun to carry the 
ball and make something happen that 
y.” 

GUESS WHO: Talk about not mak- 
ing an impression. Former New Or- 
leans Saints wide receiver Terry 
Guess was signed July 27 and 
waived three days later. 


There also will be $5 fines for a false start, a mental error or simply for loafing. 

The policy, which is in effect during practices and preseason games as 
well, came after veteran O.J. McDuifie approached Ford about it. Any 
player can appeal a fine, with the final decision being made by the two- 
man appeals board of Ford and McDuffie. 


ROSTER ADDITIONS: Fullback 
Jamie Reader, a rookie from Akron, 
was claimed off waivers from Arizona. 
Reader rushed for 334 yards and 
three touchdowns in 1997. In addition, 
the team signed rookie wide receiver 
Andre Rone, an undrafted free agent 
from Mississippi, former Arena 
League wide receiver Oronde Gads- 
den, and first-year cornerbacks 
Raphael Ball of Ball State and 
Richard Jones of Texas A&M- 
Kingsville. Ball's identical twin, 
Raphaol Ball, also played at Ball 
State. 

ROSTER SUBSTRACTIONS: 
Along with Phillips, other players re- 
leased early in training camp included 
kicker Jon Baker, punter Nate 
Cochran, wide receivers Geoff 
Turner and Derrick Steagall, guard 
Ken Celaj, linebacker Selvesta Miller 
and fullback Larry Jones. 

NO THANKS: Despite television 
and newspaper reports to the con- 
trary, Jimmy Johnson said the Dol- 
phins had no interest in either former 
Steelers and Browns running back 
Bam Morris or former Giants half- 
back Rodney Hampton. Johnson did 
acknowledge that the Dolphins got a 
call from Hampton's agent, but that 
they told him the team wasn't inter- 
ested in his services. 

FORMER DOLPHINS FILE: For- 
mer Dolphin Keith Sims, a three-time 
Pro Bowl selection, spent some time 
working at center this summer with 
the Philadelphia Eagles. Meanwhile, 
former Dolphins linebacker Bryan 


against Washington because of the 
injury to Richmond Webb. 
BACK AT HALFBACK: Jerris 


Injury Update ... 


The Dolphins came out of their preseason 
opener without any major injuries, but they 
weren't so lucky at practice two days later. 
Linebacker Anthony Harris went down with a 
knee injury which is expected to sideline him at 
least through the rest ofthe preseason. 

The only injury of note from the Washington 
game was a sprained ankle sustained by 
safety Brock Marion. The injury was expected 
to keep Marion out for about a week. 

After drawing praise from Jimmy Johnson 
for his work in the first few days of training 
camp, first-round pick John Avery drew his 
coach's ire after missing a week of practice be- 
cause of a hamstring problem. Avery returned 
to practice Aug. 3 but was kept out of the pre- 
season opener against Washington. Avery ear- 
lier had missed the team’s second intrasquad 
scrimmage Aug. 1 and missed most of the first 
scrimmage July 26 after suffering the injury. 

Also missing the preseason opener was of- 
fensive tackle Richmond Webb, who under- 
went surgery on his right elbow after being in- 
jured in practice. Webb is expected back for the 
game against San Francisco Aug. 23. 

Others missing from the Washington game 
were wide receiver Yatil Green (arthroscopic 
knee surgery), guard Brent Smith (sprained 
left foot), punter John Kidd (back) and safety 
Shawn Wooden (bruised ribs). 


“Juice is the judge,” Ford said of McDuffie. “It's just something they 
wanted me to do.” 


Cox is back in the NFL after signing 
with the New York Jets. 


" Bad case of déja vu: 
Shannon tears ACL 


The Dolphins weren't even an hour into their 
first workout of this year’s training camp when 
they suffered their first major injury. 

Rookie wide receiver Larry Shannon was lost 
for the year when he suffered a torn anterior cru- 
ciate ligament in his right knee on July 22, follow- 
ing in the footsteps of 1997 first-round pick Yatil 
Green last summer. 

“It's a negative way to start, having a receiver 
being lost as early as we did last year,” Coach 
Jimmy Johnson. “Larry's got talent. There’s no 
doubt about it. He was making some progress. | 
liked what | saw. He was going to be a factor. | 
think he’s going to be a player for us. Unfortu- 
nately, it doesn't look like it’s going to be this year.” 

Shannon was injured running a route during 
the first workout for rookies, first-year players and 
selected veterans. Shannon said his knee just 
buckled as he went to make a cut. 

“The positive is that I'll be ready to go next year,” 
said Shannon, who underwent surgery July 30. “I 
know I'm young, and there are some quality veter- 
ans on this team. They'll be good. Who knows 
where I'd be on the depth chart? | never had knee 
problems before this. I’m going to get strong, get 
ready for next year. That's all | can do.” 
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MAIL ALL LETTERS TO: OVERVIEW, P.O. BOX 526600, MIAMI, ee 33152 OR 


FAX TO (305) 477-1346" 


Dear Overview: 


The best titing that’s happened to the Dolphins 
so far is the releasing of Lawrence Phillips. | still 
believe Abdul-Jabbar could be our featured 
back. This guy proves he is a team player. With 
the right lineman up front to help run-block, this 
guy can easily get continuous 1,000-yard sea- 
sons, | feel this guy is underestimated by the fans 
as well as the coaches. 


Ron Delli Santi 
Cedar Grove, N.). 


ek 
Dear Overview: 


I've been a Dolfan since Garo’s overtime field 
goal “knocked out” Ed Podolak and the Kansas 
City Chiefs. We all know that “speed kills,” and 
our rookie John Avery has plenty to show us. Of- 
fense sells tickets, special teams gets you field 
position, but the Miami Dolphins defense will 
win the Super Bowl, and sooner than you think. 

Everybody play hard and stay healthy, for a 
change. Do your thing, Jimmy. And good luck!! 


Stanley D. Fowlks 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


wee 
Dear Overview: 


| have just finished reading the training camp 
issue on the Dolphins, and it appears the offense 
is adjusting well to the new playbook. | look for- 
ward to seeing how well they execute it come 
preseason. | am also anxious to see how well the 
defense does with some of the players they 
picked up. A lot of so-called Dolphins fans are 
bad-mouthing the picks, but until the players 
show what they can do and how well they play, 
| do not see the reasoning. with the bad- 
mouthing. Some of you may be eating your 
words real soon. 


Pat Fischer 
Tucson, Ariz. 


eR, wee 
Dear Overview: 


I've watched with great interest the changes 
this team has undergone the past three years. 
Jimmy Johnson's draft picks are truly sensational. 
This year’s picks promise more of the same. | 
think John Avery was a great selection, and the 
first time he breaks a kickoff for a touchdown, all 
these doubters will be silenced. As for free 
agents, the thing that impressed me most was 
how Jimmy only chased quality players and 
didn’t get crazy in the bidding. With several of 
our own players left to re-sign, it only makes 
sense to take care of Zach Thomas, Tim Bowens 
and Olindo Mare first. 

The biggest difference I’ve seen in the Miami 
Dolphins ranks are within the depth of the 


backup players. We now have quality players 
backing up quality players. If someone gets hurt 
during the course of a game, his replacement is 
almost as talented as the player in front of him. 
This, to me, is the surest sign this team is headed 
in the right direction. 

As for the Marino debate, it’s ridiculous! We 
have a truly great quarterback on our team who 
is a true leader, not to mention one of the best 
QBs in the league. Marino-bashers out there, get 
over it. He’s the best we have, and the best 
chance for us to win the Super Bowl is with him. 


Larry Underwood 
Nashville, Tenn. 


eK 
Dear Overview: 


1 would really like to know why we didn’t sign 
John Randle. Going into this season, our salary 
Cap was at the highest in years. We had all this 
money for a GREAT proven player like Mr. Ran- 
die. | know with the new television contract the 
salary cap went up for all teams, but didn’t it go 
up for us, too? Just imagine, if you would, John 
“the Beast” Randle in the AFC East, wearing 


aqua and teal! Everyone would have been say-' 


ing, Bruce who? And the anemic pass rush of the 
Dolphins would have been no more. 


Rayguns Lopez 
Oxon Hill, Md. 


Editor’s Note: In truth, John Randle never in- 
tended to sign anywhere but Minnesota. 


or 
Dear Overview: 


Let me take this opportunity to give Coach 
Johnson my complete support and faith in the re- 
building of my beloved Dolphins. | agree with 
Johnson's “take-it-or-leave-it” contract offer to 
Tim Bowens. In my opinion, Bowens was the 
team’s Most Valuable Player last season; how- 
ever, all efforts should be made to not repeat the 
salary cap suicide that Johnson inherited three 
years ago. The offer is more than fair, and a team 
player would take it! 

To the mass sports media that this preseason 
has collectively begun to write the career obitu- 
ary of Dan Marino, we'll see where he stands at 
season's end with the benefit of a running game, 
play action passes and a legitimate deep threat. 

Frank Hill 
Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo. 
nee 
Dear Overview: 

This is one fan who hopés Marino gets the 
support he needs from the line, the receivers and 
the backs to, like Elway, get his ring. However, | 
am disappointed. It looks like we are committed 
to the run Without a fullback again. If Pritchett 


goes down, we know that while they are great 
athletes, Perry and Parmalee are not built to get 
the job done there. Losing Raymont Harris hurt. 
What is the point in restructuring the team’s 
salary cap when we keep losing key free agents 
that we desperately need? We don’t have a back 
who can carry the ball 25 to 30 times per game 
and get 100 yards consistently. Why doesn’t 
Jimmy see that? Prediction: It won't be long till 
it’s up to Marino to air it out to win games. 


Casey Hanifin 
Suffield, Conn, 


Dear Overview: 


! am a lifetime fan and subscriber. I’ve seen 
mountains of great Dolphins football, | agree » 
with the offensive change and the eighty-sixing 
of the playbook and Stevens’ misuse of it. Let’s 
retire the old playbook with respect. | won't miss 
it, but I’m still proud of what it’s given us in its 
28-year life. 

Any playbook that cguld produce Csonka’s 
misdirection running game.to Marino's passing 
greatness, a few Super Bowls, several titles and a 
perfect season, deserves our respect — not our 
slander. That “old book” and’ that granite jaw 
gave us plenty to cheer about. 

| welcome the change, but refuse to thumb 
my nose at tradition. I'm itching to see the new 
offense at work, Only greatness could replace 
greatness. Go get ‘em, JJ. 


Steve Ubaney 
Fredonia, N.Y. 


Dear Overview: } 


The popular opinion around the NFL is that 
the Dolphins are still a year away from being a 
serious Super Bowl contender. | feel that with a 
little (good) luck from the injury gods, we could 
sneak into the AFC Championship this year. This 
year’s team has more depth than it has had in a 
long time. The defense should be more consis- 
tent, and the new offense will finally have 
Jimmy's signature on it. 


Rich Butler 
Mt. Laurel, N.J. 
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